University of Dayton

eCommons
News Releases

Marketing and Communications

3-1-1989

What’s the Worth of a Broken-Bat Single? In the
Major Leagues, it's a Whopping $1,325; UD
Debunks "Animal House" Image of Fraternity and
Sorority Life with "Greek 101"

Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls
Recommended Citation
"What’s the Worth of a Broken-Bat Single? In the Major Leagues, it's a Whopping $1,325; UD Debunks "Animal House" Image of
Fraternity and Sorority Life with "Greek 101"" (1989). News Releases. 5259.
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls/5259

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Marketing and Communications at eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion
in News Releases by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more information, please contact frice1@udayton.edu,
mschlangen1@udayton.edu.

(Jiir)

Story ideas for print and broadcast media

UD

WHAT'S THE WORTH OF A BROKEN-BAT SINGLE?
IN THE MAJOR LEAGUES, IT'S A WHOPPING $1,325
Cincinnati Reds third baseman Chris Saba may be fleet of foot, but in the major
leagues, burning up the base paths isn't nearly as profitable for a player as
slamming a 3-2 fastball over the left field wall.
According to Lawrence Hadley, chair of the University of Dayton's economics and
finance department, players can add $4,291 to their salaries for every home run hit,
vs. a mere $715 per stolen base. Hadley and Elizabeth Gustafson, associate professor
of economics and finance, have conducted research on more than 500 baseball players'
salaries for the 1988 season. In June, he will travel to Albany, N.Y., to present
the findings to the Society for American Baseball Research.
According to their research, a major league hit is worth $1,325; a run batted in,
$1,455; and a run scored, $1,097. Each "W" a pitcher earns means $2,951; a strike
out, $409; a save, $890; and a complete game, $6,920. If a pitcher lowers his earned
run average· by just .01, it translates into an average $791.
Hadley, a labor economist and a baseball fan, noted that the public often has
difficulty sympathizing with major leaguers' contract woes, considering that the
average salary is $547,287 for hitters and $493,986 for pitchers. However, if all
major and minor league players are taken into account, their salaries would probably
be below that of the average plumber: "There's a hell of a lot of players out there
with dreams of playing in the majors and they'll never make it,'' he said.
For media interviews, contact Lawrence Hadley at (513) 229-2418 or 298-8292.
UD DEBUNKS "ANIMAL HOUSE" IMAGE OF FRATERNITY AND SORORITY LIFE WITH "GREEK 101"
"Greek 101" is not an introductory classical language class. It's a mandatory
crash course in "preventative medicine" for the University of Dayton's fraternity and
sorority pledges that's offered during the "rush" period each semester.
Now in its second year, the class--officially listed as "Contemporary Student
Issues"--strives to debunk the "Animal House" image of Greek life by educating
students about time management, liability, date rape, alcohol awareness, personal
differences, black culture and other issues. Unlike other classes, a missed lecture
means more than a scramble to copy someone's notes; it translates into a $10 fine.
UD is the only university in the nation that offers credit and requires members
of Greek organizations to attend a class that encourages responsible behavior and
image-building, according to Robert Curry, director of the Office of Greek Life.
"We're not saying, 'Because you're Greek, you're bad and have to be educated
about these issues,'" he said. "The class is simply an introduction to issues you
need to be aware of if you're going to be a Greek at the University of Dayton."
For media interviews, contact Bob Cu ~ y at (513) 229-2638.

a

The University rf Da.11ton
For further information or assistance in scheduling interviews, contact Public Relations and University Communications, 229-3241.

